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Reconstruction after Typhoon Morakot : Achievements and Reflection
on Its 10th Anniversary (III) — Collaboration between the Public and
Private Sectors to Rebuild the Economy
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Typhoon Morakot dealt a heavy blow to southern Taiwan, inflicting substantial damage to local environment,
transport facilities and industries. Many victims were forced to abandon their homes and move to newly-built
communities. One of the consequences of this relocation was that the victims had to find new ways to make a living.
In the wake of this disaster, the government stipulated that land conservation be the cardinal principle in the effort
to revive local industries so as not to do any harm to the environment again. The “Industry Reconstruction Plan”
devised by the government takes into account the features of different regions and is aimed to promote six emerging
industries, such as quality agriculture, culture and creative industry, tourist industry, and industries unique to the
local areas, with the goal of stimulating local industries and creating more job opportunities. The “Incorporation of
Private Sectors into Industry Reconstruction Plan” was drawn up to tap the resources and energy of private industries
and to encourage their deeper involvement in the reconstruction work. The cooperation with private businesses
has proven to be a thorough endeavor, as it has assisted with the operation of this project in every stage, including
the revival, transformation, upgrade and rebuilding of local industries. The government also circumvented the
limitations of some regulations in order to provide the victims with driftwood as well as the sand and gravel obtained
from dredging rivers, all of which has benefited the breeders of groupers, and facilitated farmland rehabilitation
and the development of culture and creative industry. In addition, the government launched a green energy project
aiming to use “photovoltaic farming to reserve water.” It provided local fish farmers with sea water as a way to
discourage them from pumping groundwater inordinately and thus prevent further land subsidence. It also increased
the employment of the victims and contributed to the protection and sustainability of the environment. Moreover,
the reconstruction effort helped develop some indigenous industries, such as the growing of traditional agricultural
product, culture industry and ecotourism, and contributed to the fostering of racial harmony.
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