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During the past 20 years, Taiwan has been hit by the 1999 Jiji Earthquake and Typhoon Morakot, suffering
considerable damage to its land, environment, basic infrastructure and great loss of life and properties, while also
facing political ramifications incurred during the disaster relief operation. Due to the destruction of a large number
of buildings and communities, many disaster zones became places too dangerous to live. Therefore, how to resettle
the victims became an important task. This article will illustrate how the government joined forced with private
industries to carry out the resettlement project, and analyze how it is different from the resettlement plans developed
after the 1999 Jiji Earthquake. Major disasters caused by the heavy rain Typhoon Morakot brought such as mudslides,
landslides and flooding have rendered the victims’ original residences uninhabitable. As a result, it was inevitable to
rebuild their homes in different locations. Many of the victims are indigenous people, living on hills or in mountains
and economically disadvantaged. Moreover, they all have very unique ethnic and cultural backgrounds, as well as a
distinct lifestyle. All these factors were taken into careful consideration when we planned the reconstruction of their
homeland. The post-Morakot homeland reconstruction project pays equal attention to new permanent house com-
munity and their hometown. Following the guidelines for land conservation, safety considerations, and environmental
sustainability, and on condition that the victims’ voices were duly taken notice of, we carried out the Morakot Home
Reconstruction project with the goal of creating a “Colorful Sustainable Community.” The government enlisted
the help of NGOs and business corporations to aim at providing permanent housing as the direct key target, and
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temporary housing as the needed supporting one. Besides, in accordance with the main resettlement policy, military
camps, veteran houses and other facilities were used as mid-term shelters. This article will offer a review of the
implementation of this resettlement plan and our achievements. The arguments will be supported by data collected
from various academic surveys conducted over the years. In general, they indicate that after getting through some dif-
ficult times in the beginning and with the support many resettlement efforts offered, the victims have adopted to their
new homes year by year, and have showed a high level of satisfaction. The Morakot post-disaster resettlement model
has also been successfully applied to relocating victims in several subsequent disasters in Taiwan. Thus, it can serve as

a reliable source materials for other countries to consult.
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