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August 8th 2009 was the day that witnessed how Typhoon Morakot battered Taiwan, bringing record-breaking rainfall that
lasted for days, wreaking havoc to central and southern Taiwan, affecting 40% of the total population, and causing serious damage
to the land environment, buildings and basic infrastructure such as bridges and roads. After the disaster struck, the Government set
up the Morakot Post-Disaster Reconstruction Council (MPDRC), the administrative center in charge of the five-year reconstruction
work. During the reconstruction period, public and private sectors have worked together under the principle of being “human-
centered, with life at the core, and respectful of cultural diversity and resident participation” while also ensuring that reconstruction
efforts were safe, respectful, efficient and innovative. On the 10th anniversary of this disaster, this series of articles reflect on the
infrastructure reconstruction, the community reconstruction, the industry reconstruction, as well as the effort put into disaster pre-
vention and sustainable development. This article examines the whole experience and evaluates the achievements, in the hope that
what have been learned from undertaking this reconstruction mission will be passed on to future generations as valuable lessons.

In the face of complex disasters caused by heavy rainfalls, including tremendous amounts of sediment and driftwood, severe
flooding and long-term environmental instability, the MPDRC devised and implemented a comprehensive regional reconstruction
plan based on the principle of concurrent “mountain, road, river, and bridge restoration,” focusing on river basins, giving priority to
land conservation, and taking into consideration the importance of disaster prevention and environmental sustainability. Over the
past ten years, the reconstruction of the infrastructure has been successfully completed and has withstood the serious tests posed
by several typhoons and storms. Moreover, the infrastructure has become more resilient to disasters, which in turn has benefited
those who live in the reconstructed areas and has facilitated the development of local industries and villager’s living. The model for
infrastructure reconstruction, especially the one applied to the reconstruction of areas on hills, in mountains and around rivers, and
the emphasis on the preservation of indigenous culture and the participation of local residents, makes this reconstruction work so
valuable, thus making them worthy sources of references.
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